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NARRATIVE 


Proſecution of Mr. Sare and his 
Servant, Cc. 


World wich this Narrative, than that it 
is very neceſſary, both to inform thoſe 
to whom it has been very Falſely and 
Maliciouſly repreſented, and to do Juſtice 
to my own Reputation, which has been moſt 
ſeandalouſly Abuſed, for managing a Deſiga I 
thought very ſerviceable ro the Church and 
Government. | 8 
It is indeed my Honour to ſuffer in a Cauſe, 
where the whole Body of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is ſtruck at; and no leſs a Satisfaction, that 
{ am Miſrepreſented by the Author of that 
Blaſphemous Label, who has ſo notoriouſly 
done it by Chriſtianity itſelf. 
A 2 The 


1 Need no other Apology for troubling the 
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(4) 
The Account of it is this, 


Being, accidentally in Company one Even- 
ing with the Morſbipfal Mr. Juſtice Smith in 
White-Chappel, and ſaying, I had an invitation 
the next Day, to Dine with the Grand-Jury of 
Middleſex . The Juſtice Reply'd, | 

* I might be capable of doing the Charch 
« and Government a ſignal Service in get- 
* ting a Preſentment of the Book of the 
« Ryehts, a thing he himſelf had lately (tho 
Jury he was upon at Weſtminſter (being 
« defeated in the Enterprize by the Ma- 


« jority of the Jurors, who expreſs'd their ap- 


„ probation of the Book). I thaok'd him for 
the Hint, and knowing the Gentlemen of the 
Jury to be Lovers of theC hurch and Eſtabliſhment, 
doubted not the Succeſs, were it poſſible for 
me to collect the obnoxious Paſſages in ſo ſhort 
a time (as not remembring Particulars from 
my own reading it over above a Year before: 
Mr. Juſtice Smith aſſured me, © That if 1 
* calPd upon him the next Morning at Nine, 
* he would give me the Preſentment he had 
prepared. SE. 

When I went at the Time appointed, he 
found his Scrutore fall'n down, and all his 
Papers ſo confus'd, that an Hour's peruſing 
them could not bring it to Hand, 


How- 


© unſucceſsfully ) atrempted from the Grand- 
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However, that the Defign might not be fru- 


ſtrated, If 1 would go to Dr. Kenner, as I 


% paſs'd by Aldgate, he was ſatisſy'd I ſhowd 
be furniſh'd with it by him, (he being the 
* Compoſer of What he was in queſt of, and 
« having the Original by him.) 

I immediately follow'd the Direction; but 


the Doctor ſearching ſeveral Drawers of Ma- 


nuſcripts to no purpole, told me, He re- 
e membred he had lent it, together with the 
« Book of the Rights, wept gr in the 
Country, but that I might eaſily get Mat- 
ter enough for a Preſentwent, out of Dr. 
« Hicks's Preface to his Book of the Chri/tian 
« Prieſthood, and gave it me down from a 
Shelf in his Study for that purpoſe, together 
with ſome Hints of what ſhould be urg'd in 
the Preſentment. 

It was then almoſt Eleven, and my Invita- 
tion being at Twelve, I took the Book with 
me; and remembring the Rehearſal had ex- 
pos d ſeveral Blaſphemous Paſſages in it, I went 
to the Publiſher of that Paper, to know the 
particular Pages referr'd to in it: Muſing 
as I paſs d, upon the neceſſity of comparing 
their Quat at ions with the Original, I borrow'd 
the Book of the Rights, of Mr. Wilkia in St. 
Paul's Charch-yard, and going to the Place 
where the Gentlemen of the Grand- Jury were, 
and hearing them expreſs their Expectations 
of being Diſcharg'd upon their return to the 


Court, 
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(6) 
Court, rather than the Opportunity ſhould be 
loſt; even while I ſat at the Table with them 
at Dinner, I drew up the following Preſent- 
ment, which however imperfectly done, may 
eaſily be Apologiz d for by the Hurry I was 


In. 


Hereas, it is daily perceived, that the Free. 
Printing, Publiſhing, and Diſperſing of 
ſcandalous Books and Pamphlets, tends greatly to 


rhe propazating of Sedit ion and Prophaneneſs; and 


particularly in a Book lately Printed, and the Preface 
thereof, Entituled, The Rights of the Chriſtian 


Church Aſſerted, againſt the Romiſh, and all 


other Prieſts who claim an independent Pow- 
er over ic; With a Preface concerning the 
Government of the Church of Exgland as by 
Law Eſtabliſhed. In which Book, and the 
Preface thereof, are contained many Paſſages re- 
flect ing upon the Truth and Honour of our Chri- 


ſtian Kelizion, and tending to diſturb the Minas 


of Her Majeſty's good People, to the great Offence 
of Well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, and giving great 
Advantage to Atheiſts, Papiſts, and the wildeſt 
Sectarjes, and tending greatly to the diſquieting 
the ſetled Peace and Unity of this Church and Ma- 
tion, and particularly in ſeveral Parts ana Paſ- 
ſages hereunto referred, viz. Preface p. 30.) The 
Church a private Society, and no more Pow- 
er to belong to it than to other private Com- 
panies and Clubs; and conſequeatly, that 2 

the 
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the Right any one has to be an Eccleſiaſtical 


Officer, and the Power he is entruſted with, 


depends on the Conſent of the Parties con- 
cerned, and is no greater than they can be- 
tow. [The Book, p. 104.] The Scriptures no 
where make the NN the Lord's Supper 
from the Hands of a Prieſt neceſſary. [P. 105. 
The Remembrance of Chriſt's Sufferings a 
meer Grace-Cup, delivered to be handed about. 
LP. 108.) Among Chriſtians one no more than 
another, can be reckon'd a Prieſt from Scrip- 
ture—Aand the Clerk has as good a Title to 
the Prieſthood as the Parſon——Every one as 
well as the Miniſter, rightly conſecrates the 
Elements to himſelf.— Any thing further 
than this, may rather be called Conjuration, 
than Conſecration. [P. 313.] The Abſurdi- 
ties of Biſhops being by Divine Appointment, 
Governors of the Chriſtian Church, and others, 
are capable of being of that Number, who 
derive not their Right by an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Biſhops in the Catholick Church. 
P. 255.] The Supream Powers had no way 
to eſcape the heavier Oppreſſions, and more 
in ſupportable Uſurpations of their own Cler- 
2y, than by ſubmitting to che Pope's milder 
Yoke, and gentler Authority. [P. 151.] One 
grand Cauſe of Miſtake, is not conſidering 
when God acts as Governor of the Univerſe, 


and When as Prince of a particular Nation. 


The 
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4 The Jews, when they came out of the Lane 

[4 of Bondage, were under no ſetttled Govern- I 
ment, till God was pleas'd to offer himſelf | 
to be their King, to which' all the People 
exprelly conſented ——God's Laws botind 
no Nation, except thoſe that agreed to the : 
Horeb Contract. [P. 47.] Not only an In- 
dependent Power of Excommunication, but 
of Ordination in the Clergy, is inconſiſtent 
with the Magiſtrate's Right to protect the 
Common-wealth. [P. 118,] Prieſts no more 
than Spiritual, make Baits, Barefers, Bou- 
tefeuxs and Incendiaries, and who make 
Churches ſerve to worſe Parpoſes than Bear- 
Gardens. [P. 15.] Tis a grand Miſtake to 
fuppoſe the Magittrate's Power extends to 
indifferent Things Men have Liberty as 
they pleaſe, and a Right to form what 
Clubs, Companies or Meetings they think 
fit, either for Buſineſs or Pleaſure, which 
l the Magiſtrates——cannot hinder without 
þ; maniſeff Injuſtice. [LP. 312.] God in- 
| terpos'd not amongſt the Jews till they had 
choſe lum for cheir King. f 


Nie therefore preſent the Author, Printer ans 
Pabliſber of the {aid ſcandalous Book an! 
Preface thereto, as dangerous and aiſaffect- 
ea Perſons to Her Majeſty and Goverr- 
ment, aud Promoters of Sedition and Pro- 
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me Adthor of the” Rights hias ſo expreſs'd 


himfelf; that there's hardly any obnoxious Paſ- 
ſages to be recited, without Tranſeribing w hole 
Pages; Which put me upon contracting 
them as much as poſſibly I could, knowing, 
Tat had the Preſentment only referr'd to the 
Pages taken notice of, or deliver'd the Seuſe 
of the Author in general, it had been ſuffici- 
But an anonymous Scribler made uſe of this 
as an Handle, to reflect vpon the Author of 
the Preſentment ; as if by faiſe Quotations, lea- 
diug out Words, and blund'ring upon Quotations 
from Grotius and the Biſhop of Sarum, he had 
quite alter'd' the Senſe of the Author of the 
1 e e a 
To which T publiſh'd an Anſwer, ſhewing, 
That the Boot of the Rights did contain the 
ſame abominable Tenets that it was charged 
with in the Preſentment, and that there were 
no falſe Quatations made from it; but that the 
true meaning was therein delivered, and as 
far as well could be, in his own Words: And 
for the further ſatisfaction of the World, that 
that is not ſo innocent a Book as the Patriots 
of it wou'd infinuate, I collected ſeveral Pal- 
{apes out of the Rights, fo flagrant and notori- 
ons, that there is no pretending the Senſe of 
the Author had been Miſrepreſented in the 
Preſentment. © But that ir is one of the moſt 
impudent and pernicious Books this Age has 
B pro- 
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with them into the Court, where, u 


1 N went ls ei 
en ann l 14 2 Bs» 4. . 1 SP, 2 G F »; FX * $) 4 ak NY N f 
. t Den | Veit W___ _ 


| < © | O ) 4 8 
© prodyc'd, deſtructive to the Peace both of 
Church and State, giving great Advantage 
* to Atheiſts, Papiſts, and the wildeſt Seftaries, 
ce and tending to diſturb the Minds, and de- 
bauch the Manners of Her Majeſty's good 
Subjects; Errors in Judgment, in thoſe Points 
that relate to the Government, being a cer- 
tain ſtep to Anarchy and Confuſion; and in 
thoſe that regard the Church, to the great 
eſt Schiſms and Immoralities, as porrupting 
* the Underſtanding, and tending by degrees, 
to produce thoſe Effects. 
But to proceed: Having deliver'd the Pre- 
ſentment to the Grand- Jury, they unanimouſly, 
December the 12th, 1708, Aſfented to it; and 
being willing to ſee the Event, I went . 
the 
Clerk's reading it, Juſtice Offiey (the Chairman) 
got up, and ſaid to the Fore- man to this pur- 
poſe (and as near as I could write them down 
when I came Home) in theſe very Words. 
„Well, Sir“ What would, you have us do 
© with this Preſentment? This is a Book that 
has been publickly Sold theſe two or three 
* Years I believe, and has been in every Body's 
* Hands almoft, and has, I am ſatisfy d, had 
« the Approbation of the beſt Judges ; 


Pray Sir, What would you have Us do with 


5 it.? | , a. e 
ao, with it (reply'd the Fore- man) © T don't 
know what you may think of it, We take 
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u it tobe a very Villainous Book, and have 


therefore Preſented it, hoping the Court will 
* makeanOrder to have it Burnt by the Hands 
of the Common Hang-man ; as allo to appre- 
hend the Author, Printer, and Publiſher, as 
pot hen, been 9 * 1 * of the 4 * Nature. 
Juſtice t down, and getting up 
again, anſwer d, I don't know the Author ; 
# how 'hould We know who is the Printer or 
& Puhliſber? or where to find them? Why 
“ you are the Publiſher of it to us; pray Sir, 
& where had you the Book ? I Sir, (ſaid the 
% Fore-man) had it of a very honeſt Clergy- 


«* man in the Court, who will not be afraid 


« or aſhamed to appear in ſo good a Cauſe, 
Upon which I ſtood up, and told rhe Juſtice 
that I was the Perſon who gave the Book and 
the Quotations to the Foreman. © Why then 
« Sir, ſays Mr. Offley, that Gentleman (point- 
ing to me) is the Pabliſber, and you muſt 
a * an Indictment againſt him for it. 
Mr. Juſtice Smith (who was then upon 
the Bench) was pleas'd to fay, © Hold, 
** Brother Offey, I think that wou'd be but in- 
« different Treatment of a Gentleman, who 
has taken ſo much pains to ſerve the Church 
and Government in detecting ſuch Wicked 
« Books. 1 | Fr 
7 Ay! really, I think ſo tao, added another 


Juſtice upon the Bench( whoſeN ame I ha q dot = 


then an opportunity of eaquiring) *I rather 


B 2 think 


(6129) 
« think, that Gentleman ought to have our 
« Thanks for his good Service. Upon which, 
ſeveral of thoſe Worſhipful Gentlemen were 
pleagd to riſe up and expreſs their Acknow- 
ledgments to me. 

Mr. Offies all this while ſing down, at 
length gerting up, ſaid, 

Well Sir! 1 ſay as I ſaid dane That 
„Gentleman, (pointing ro me again) is the 
4 Publiſher of it to us; and therefore Mr. Fore- 
* #144, you muſt India Him. I made Anſwer, 
chat J little expected ſuch Uſage from one in 
Her Majeſty's Commiſſion if it was his Method 
of proceeding to Brow- beat and Diſcounte- 
nance the Evidence on the Crown: (ide, it wou'd 
ſoon put a {top to all Informations 3 God might 
be Blaſphem'd, and the Government Iuſulted 
with Impunity; and that I believ'd, he wou'd 
have but little Thanks from the Government, 
vhen they came to be made feaſible of it. Mr. 
Juſtice Smith was pleaſed ro ſay, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have known Mr. Hilliard to be a 
* very worthy Clergyman in my Neighbour- 
„hood feveral Years, if you pleaſe to enquire, 

don't doubt but he can tell you where he 
had the Book, and if ſo, the Perſon he had 
it of, is the real Publiſher ; and directing 
„ hicmſelf to me, ſaid, Pray Mr. Hilliard, 
„ where had you this Book? 1 anlwer'd, chat 
1 Wag? it of a Bookſeller in London. 
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„ Oh! reply'd Jaſtice Offley, that is out of 
„ our Cognizance; this Gentleman is here as 
&« the Publiſher of it to us, and therefore if 
“ you wou'd Indict any Body, you muſt In- 
„ dict him. Juſt then the Crand- Jui) were 
deſirꝰd by their Clerk, to return to their Room 
upon {ome freſh Buſineſs that was to come be- 
fore them, and a Gentleman from off the Bench, 
whom 1 had not the Honour to know, came 
to me, as I was going out of the Court with 
the C rand Jury, and laid, “ Sir, if yon go and 
* buy a Book any where without Ho!bourn 
* Bars, and bring it away with you imme- 
64 diately, together with rhe Chriſtian and Sit- 
* name of the Man you buy it of, you wil! 
* fix the Matter in ſpighic of all their Oppoſi- 
tion. 

I took Coach directly to Holbourn Bars, and 
going on the Right-hand fide of rhe way, un- 
der the Arch in the Paſſage to Gray's Iun, ſee- 
ing a Man in rhe Bookſellers Shop there (a 
Place I was never in before, to my Knowledge) 
1 ask'd for the Rights of the Chriſtian Church: 
He turning Inmfelt round, took one down 
from a Shelf among, other Books, and told me 
the Price was 4s. 6 d. 1 enquit'd his Name, 
which he ſaid was Richard I iſliamſon : I ask'd 
whether he was Maſter of that Shop? TO 
which he reply'd in the Negative, telling me 
Mr. Sare was. Scrupling in my Mind, whe- 
ther ic would be as effectual ro have it from a 
. ä Servant 
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(14) 
Servant as the Maſter, I reſolv'd to go on further 
up Holbourn to get one at ſome other Place, 
and telling him I would call as I came back, 
went up as far as High-bolbourp ; but not find- 


ing any one of that Irade on either fide of the 


way, came back to Mr. Sare's Shop, where I 


ſtay'd a ſmall time for Mr. Milliamſon's re- 
turning from Dinner, (as a Boy that was there 
aſſured.me he would ſoon do) Paying him for 
the Book, and taking the Name of the Pariſh, 
I drove back to Hicks's- Hall to the Jury, who 
by the next Morning, December the 13th, 1708, 
drew up an Indictment againſt Mr. Sare and 
his Servant Villiamſon. 

The Foreman told me, that a Warrant wou'd 
he iſſued out upon it to Apprehend them: 
They being Strangers to me, and that they 
might be ſatisfy d the Proſecution did not pro- 
ceed from any ill Will, or bad Deſign againſt 
them, I reſolv'd to do all I could to convince 
them, it was the Author only I intended ſhou'd 
Suffer, and for rhat end, conſulted with the 
Foreman how it cou'd be done: For the bet- 
ter effecting of which, he promis'd to bring 
me the Warrant; that if I wou'd, I ſhowd 
have the opportunity of delivering it to any 
Conſtable, whoſe Civility 1 ſhou'd be fatisfy'd 
of. Having the Warrant, and thinking it ne- 
ceſſary to take ſome Body with me upon the 
Occaſion, I went with the Reverend Mr, 


Berdmore (who was ſo kind as to Accompany 
| me) 


9 


( 15 ) 


me) to a Publick-Hovuſe in Mr. Sare's Neigh- 
bouchood, and ſending for him, his Servant 
Williamſon came, who having (as he told us) 
heard of the Matter before, was in ſo great an 
Heat, that it was not to be allay'd by my aſ- 
ſuring him, that I gave myſelf the trouble of 
coming on purpoſe to acquaint Mr. Sare with 
© it before I wou'd give out the Marrant, that it 
© might go into whoſe Hands he thought beſt of, 
© ſince the Proſecution procceded from no Perſo- 
© nal Prejudice againſt him, and I might thereby 
© be Inſtrumental to prevent any Scandal, or 
© Vexation, that the rude Treatment of ſome 
* ſurly Officers might give them. Tho? (I fay) 
J hop'd this wou'd have been kindly taken, 
yet it had the contrary Effect, Mr. W:/l;amſon 
going out of the Room in a ſtrain of Defiance 
and Reflection: Upon which I left the War- 
rant in the Hands of a Neighbour, who pro- 
mis'd to treat Mr. Sare and his Man in the 
moſt Courteous manner. 

That Night I return'd Dr. Kenzet his Book, 


and gave him an account of all that had paſs'd, 


who was pleas'd to Reply, Well! Mr. Hil- 
© liard, you have done a Noble and Laudable 
piece of Service, I wou'd have you make it 
* as Publick as you can, it won't coſt much if 
you get ſome Copies of the Preſentment 
Printed, and diſperſe them. At length he 


agreed with me in the Opinion, that publiſh- 


iog it in the Poſt-Man wou'd be as efſectual; 
adding, 


616 ) 
adding, that I ought to wait upon my Dioceſan 
and A Archbiſſiop to kai ein nr 
© what had been done, and defire their Advice 
© and Direction, this being a'Cauſe of ſo great 
Importance to the Good of the Church, he did 
© not doubt but they would take it very kindly 
© of me, be glad to join in it, and exert their 
© Intereſt and Authoriry in ſuch a manner as 
« wou'd give Life to the Proſecution, and deter 
* others from daring to publiſh ſuch Blaſphe- 
© mous and Seditious Principles for the future. 
The next Day hearing my Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don was at the Chapter-Houſe of St. Paul's, 
examining Perſons to be admitted into Holy 
Orders, I paid my Duty to his Lordſhip, who 
was pleas'd to expreſs his Approbation of all 
I related, and to encourage the going on vi- 
poroutly with the Proſecution , adding, © ſome- 
thing ought to be done, ſince Monſieur Le 
# Clerk had recommended it in his Bib{toth. 
% Choiſe ; And ſmiling at Juſtice Offleys Treat- 
ment of me, bid me © not be Diſcourag'd, 
nor regard any of the Scribling Pamphletters, 
from whom 1 expreſs'd my expectations of 
& Slander and Lawpoon ; telling me, that the 
&« greateſt and beſt of Mea had been ſubject 
to that ſort of Uſage from ſuch vile Miſere- 
« ants, and therefore let whit wou'd happen 
6 of that Nature, it was not to be taken notice 
of; and that in managing the Proſecution, 1 
„ ſhould not Want his Lordſhip's * 
1 
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n 
and Aſſiſtance; and in order to it, that 1 
* * ſhould attend him two Days after, at the 


% Lobby of the Houſe of Lords; where his Lord- 
* ſhip expreſsd his concern, that ſince he ſaw 
* me, he was inſorm'd, this Matter had hap- 
„ pen'd to fall upon a very Honeſt Man, and 
© that he wou'd therefore have me ſend to 
© him, and ſet if he coud not help me to find 
© out the Author and Printer. | 
Giving Dr. Kgnz#t this Account, he went 
the next Bay to Mir. Sare, who refus d to do any 
© thing of that Nature, as being a betraying of 
F his Trade, and Rail d at me as if I had ſing- 
© led him out to Proſecute, becauſe he had 
© Printed Dr. Hicks's Azſwer to the Book, 
Dr. Kennet ſaid, He did all he could to 
* ſatisfic him on the contrary, and that he 
© knew my buying the Book of him, was a 
© meer Accident, a thing altogether undeſign'd; 
but yet (added Dr. Kenner, to me) forall I 
* could do to undeceive him, he is enrag'd at 
at it; but Mr. Hilliard, you muſt not mind 
* that, if by were to drop the Proſecution, 
© the World would ſay, you had ſome under- 
© hand Bribe co do it; you muſt &en go 
© on With it, and let him thank himſelſ for the 
* Conſequence. 
I waited on my Lord Biſhop of Londen again 
with Mr. Sare's Anſwer, and his Loraſbip was 
pleas'd to direct me to one Stephens, a Meſſen- 


ger of the Preſi; who had been with his Lord- | 
C ſhip 


( 18)) bh 
ſbip upon the Grſt Publiſhing the Book, and 
could put me in a way to find out the Primer. 
Stephens promiſed to do all that poſſibly he 
could in the Affair; but was uncapable of 
making the Proof he propos'd to the Biſbop of 
London, (having parted with the Book he then 
had) Thence I went to Lambeth, and ac- 
quainted the Reverend Dr. Potter, Chaplain to 
the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, with Dr. en- 
at's adviſing me to wait upon the Arch-Biſhop, 
for his Grace's Direction and Aſſiſtance in the 
Caſe. Dr. Potter expreſs'd his great Aproba- 
tion of what had been done, and {aid he wou'd 
repreſent it to the Arch-Biſhop; and on the 
Monday after aſſured me of his Grace's Encou- 
ragement, and a kind reception by himſelf, up- 
on allOccaſions that I might have for direction 
in managing the Proſecution. 

Much about this time, Dr. Kennet was pre- 
ferr'd to the Dean'ry of Peterborough ; and 
whether his Advancement to that Poſt, or his 
having Directions from ſome that were inſtru- 
mental in promoting his Intereſt, not to encou- 
rage the Proſecution (for it was every where 
known, how great an Hand he had in it) or 
what it was, I can't ſay ; but thisI found, that 
he was ſaid to be ſo much Abroad, ſo taken up 
when at Home, and all ot a ſudden fo cool and 
indifierent in rhe Cauſe, that I reſolved not to 
wo myſelf any further in going to conſult 
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The time drew nigh for Mr. Sare's plead- 
ing to his Indictment at Hicks's- Hall, and be- 
ing directed not to bring a Certiorari, till I ſaw 
whether Mr. Sare wou'd remove it to the 
Queen. Bench or not; it gave occaſion to ſome 
of the Juſtices to believe it \wuld be try'd be- 
fore them, which the Worſhipful Juſtice St 
acquainted me with at Chi/a”s Coffee- Houſe, 
and adviſed I wou'd bring a Certiorari (an In- 
tereſt having been made among the Juſtices to 
quench the Proſecuſion. © = 

Two Days after (meeting Mr. Smith again) 
« ſaid he © I ſee you ſent a Certiorari, but I 
e aſſure you, I never was fo ſtrangely ſurpriz'd 
“ in all my Life as I was that Morning; 
* TJaeſtice Herbert (commonly known by the 
Name of the rough Diamond) came to me 
the Day before we ſuppos'd the Trial wou'd 
have been, and after Diſcourſe about gi- 
ving my Vote for the diſpoſal of a Place in 
the Nomination of the Bench of Jaſtices, ſaid, 
„What! rhe Trial about the Rig, is to be 
© to Morrow, God, I think *tis an excellent 
* Book, and therefore prithee Brother Sith, 
let us diſcountenance that Buſie Parſon all 
„we can; Why don't thofe Lazy Prieſts 
* Anſwer the Book? But Pox on em they 
can't; they don't know what to do with 
it, and that makes them Mad; e'en let the 
* Book ſtand upon its own. Legs, and don't 
* let us meddle in it. a 
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I can't be of your Opinion in that, Bro- 
ther Herbert (reply'd Juſtice Smith) tho? 1 
will Vote with you in t'other Caſe. 

It's all one, I can tell you, (anſwer'd Her- 
bert) ſuch and ſuch (naming ſeveral of the 
Juſtices to him ate reiolv'd to be there, 
and we {hall do it without you. , 
The next Morning (ſaid Juſtice Smith to 
me) expecting to find Brother Herbert at 
Hitkss- Hall raving againſt the Proſecution, 
« the firſt News 1 heard, when 1 came upon 
the Bench, was, that he was found Dead in 
< his Bed. 

Tho? I know better (and particularly by 
our Doctor's late Diſcourſe upon this very 
Point, about thoſe that periſh'd by the Tow- 
er of $:/oam) than to put ſuch an uncharitable 
Conſtruction upon ſuch a Providence of God, 
yet I proteſt I cannot help its making a mighty 
Impreſſion upon me. OP 

Having remov'd the Cauſe by a Certiorar: 
to the Cue ,n -en, I conſulted Sir Edward 
North; upon the /:4:dext, who advis'd the 
FR of t, (u lich by the careleſneſs of 
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the Clerk that drew it up at Hicks's-Hall, had 


ſeveral Blunders iv it) and preterring a new 
one, my Attorney prepar'd it according to Sir 
Edwara's Directions. ; and after he had Cor- 
rected it, the woirchy Gentlemen who were 
vpoa che Grana-Tury at Weſtminſter, had it no 
ſooner laid before them, but they expreſs'd 


: their 


(61 


their abhorrence of the Book, and its vile Prin- 


ciples. One of them enquir'd if I had not In- 
dicted Mr. Sare for that Fact already? And 
why I ſhovld offer at another? I told him, it 
was by direction of Council; that at Indifts 
ment ſhould be quaſhed and diſcharged (nor 
being ſo carefully drawn vp as it ought to have 


been and that I Joubted not but they would 


* demanitrate their Zeal for God's Honour, and 
6 our legal Eſt abliſument, both in Church and 
State, by finding of the New one, which was 
© purged from the Errors.of he Old: Which 
* thoſe Worthy Gentlemen very readily did. 

Some time after atcending my Lord Biſhop 
of London, acquainting him with the whole 
Proceeding, he again expreſs'd © his Concera 
for Mr. Sare, and repeated his Advice of my 
© application to Stephens, as believing that in 
a little time he would be capahle of furniſh- 
* 10g me with a Proof againſt the Printer. 
Stephens tees me no Satisfactory Anſwer, aud 
the Bookſellers knowing of the Proſecution a- 
gainſt Mr. Sare, were ſo ſhy of I them, 
chat none of the Methods we either of us de- 
vis'd were {ucceſsſul to obtain any other 
Proof. 


After this, viſiting Dr. Potter, he was of 


Opinion, that for the ſatisfaction of my Lord 


Biſbop of London, I ſhould ſend my Attorney 
to Mr. Sare with this overture again, That if 
he would but give in Evidence againſt the 
| | Perſon 


( 22 ) 


Perſon of whom he had the Book, he ſhould 


nce : I not only ſent him, but was favour'd 
with Dr. Moſs's ſpeaking to Mr. Sare upon the 
{ame Occaſion, who abſolutely refuſing to com- 
ply with it, under the pretence of its being 
Diſhonourable, and a betraying his Trade, 

All my Brethren of the Clergy 1 had recourſe 
to, were of Opinion, That Mr, Sare's Stifneſs 
* muſt be owing to ſome Combination amon 
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* it had been more agreeable to Mr. Sare's 
Character of a Man of Iategrity and good 
[| Affections to the Church and Eſtabliſhment, to 
i © have acquieſc'd in the Propoſal, fince it was 
l | © a miſtaken Notion of Honour, not to do all 
| © that in him lay to detect the Author of ſuch 
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if © of an honeſt Trade to have made a diſcovery 
1 of the wicked Inſtruments that promoted ſo 
1 * villainous a Deſign, and that fo far as he w.. 
it * fally ſtifled and prevented the Diſcovery, ſo far 
| * was he an Abetter with them, and had there- 
fore no reaſon to be angry at the Proſecution : 
Which my Reverend Brethren JI conſult- 
ed with, thought therefore ought to be fol- 
low'd in the beſt manner, and with the ut- 
molt Application I was capable of. 


| 
1 
i © his Conſcience: And it can be zo betraying 
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be Diſcharg'd without any manner of Ex- 


* the Bookſellers to Indemnify him, and that 


vicious Principles as he profeſſes to abhor in 
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Tho' here, to the Reader's * Aſtoniſh» 


ment, I muſt except one of them, namely 
the Reverend Dr. Kennet, ( 25 former very 
good Friend and Counſellor in this Cauſe )who 
ſignaliz d himſelf to me in a very peculiat 
manner beyond all my Brethren ; for he ſeeing 
me one Saturday, juſt before the Trial, at the 
Arch- Biſbop of Canterbary's (where by the way, 
I think no Body was preſent but Dr. Waugh, 
(the Arch-Biſhop being called out of the Room 
upon {ome occaſion, the very Moment he be- 
gan to ſpeak, he accoſted me in this manner; 
* What Mr. Hilliard! T hear you are turn'd 
Informer, and have Indicted Mr. Sare, who 
is as Honeſt a Man as any is in England; | 
am very ſorry, after you had done ſo laudable 
an Action as getting he Book of tha Rights 
Preſented, that you ſhould fall foul on an in- 
nocent Man, who did no more than what was 
publickly done by every one of the Trade: 
And I admire with what Conſcience, or with 
* what Honeſty you cou'd do it? 

Tho? Mr. Dean formerly ſeem'd cold and in- 
different, which I attributed to his Advance- 
ment, or the Injunctions of ſome of his ſupe- 
rior Friends, yet, I could never have ſuppoſed 
he could ſo ſoon turn down-right an Apoſtate, 
againſt a Cauſe he had ſo far concern'd him- 
ſelf in, he muſt be of a /eared Conſcience indeed, 
and paſt all feeling, who could talk at this rate, 
after he had been the very Man who advisd 
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my * Attendance upon our Diorrſan and the 


Arch. Biſbop, for the better managing the Pro- 
£ ſeeution againſt Mr. Sart, and = Servant; 
nay, who was the very Man, who went to 
* farisfie them that the Proſecution was Acci- 
© dental and undeſign d by me, and to get them 
© toltrike in with me in finding. out the Au. 
© thor and Printer, and Which is more, was 
the very Man, who urg'd the abſolute neceſ- 
„ {ny of my going on with, the Proſecuti. 
to prevent the Aſperſion of being bought 
* off by an underhand Bribe. I lay, that 
he who had done all this, ſhould thus act 
ſo inconſiſtently with himſelf, is a thing not to 
be accountcd for in any one Living, but him 
that had done the lame from the P«/p:t and the 
Preſs, in two zoth of Januar Sermons, and his 
Loyal Panzg yrick upon King James. 3 

Alter I had a little recover'd my ſelf from 
the Surprize, I told him He was the laſt Man 
© inthe World I could expect ſuch an ungrate- 
ful Return from, having been encourag'd 
and directed in the whole Tranſaction by 
« himſelf. As to his calling me Informer in 
this Caſe, I {hall now anſwer him in his own 
Words, before out of the 275th Page of his Ser- 
mor, befurethe Society for Reformation of Mays 
ners, Where he ſays, | 

If Informing, or giving Evidence, be the very 
living Soul of Juſtice, and that alone which maſs 
iuſpir it all our Cams; ſnail che thing itſelf be abſo- 
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abſolutely Nredful, and yet the Name of the 
Thing be Reproachful? No, the Name holds more 
Creditable. And p. 332. he [anttifies the Name 
of an Informer. But all this is but White a- 
inſt Kenze, no new thing at all with the 
Poder. As to the Arguments he urg'd, I en- 
deavour'd at that time to convince him there 
was nothing in them, Mr, Sare not vg, 

in this Inſtance an innocent Man in the Eye 
ce the Law; and tho? he might have the repu- 
« tation of never ſo honeſt « Man; yet it is no part 
« of bis Honeſty to vend ſuch pernicious Books, 
« and as far as in him lay, to prevent the Au- 
&« thor's being detected; neither was the Pra- 
* Ctice a whit the more warrantabl: for univer- 
„ {aly revailingover the whole Trade ; About 
that Time all the Bookſellers in Dablin were 
taken up for ſelling a Book of Prayers for the 
pretenaed Prince of Wales. The Govern- 
ment would not tolerate ſuch a Practice there, 
however it is ſuffer'd here; and no Man can 
but judge it reaſonable, that there ſhould be as 
great a reſtraint from vending poiſonous Prin- 
ciples which ruin Souls, and may overthrow 
the State, as it is to prohibit the publick Sale 
of Poy ſon for the deſtruction of Life. 
It is high time ſome ſtop ſhould be put to 
the prevailing Corruption among, Bookſellers, 
which is arriv'd to ſo great an height, that if 
any one would be ſo wicked as to write a Sa- 
tyr againſt God Almighty himſelf, or to Bur- 
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leſque the Bible, there would ever be found 
thoſe among em who would greedily vend it 
tor the ſake of a Six- penny Profit. 

As to what the Doctor laſt ſaid ; namely, 
that he wonder'd with what Conſcience and with 
what Honeſty I could Proſecute Mr. Sare; I rc- 
turn the Query, With what Conſcience, or with 
what Honeſty could be at firſt direct and adviſe 
me to do it, and then have the Face to call the 
honeſty of the Action into queſtion, and re- 
flect upon me for doing it? But let him know, 
I did it with a much better Conſcience, and a 
Hay deal more Hont{ly, than he deliver'd that 

o much admir'd Panegyrick at the Funeral ot 
a late Noble Peer. 

Notwithſtanding this Rencounter with Dr. 
Kennet, the Reverend Dr. Potter, and the reſt 
of my Brethren I aſſociated with, encourag'd 
me to neglect no proper Method in carrying 
on the Proſecution : For that end, 1 Fee'd Mr. 
Handcoch, Sir Edward Northy, Sir Peter Ming, 
the Sollicitor-General and Attorney-General (tho 
the laſt never did me the Honour to appear in 
R 8. 

Upon the Tryal, after my Learned and Ingen:- 
ous Council had open'd the Cauſe, excellen ) 
well fetting out the pernicious tendency of ſuc!: 
wicked Books, both to Church and State, an 
their repugnancy io the known Lews of the Lan 
The Council on Mr. Sare's Part, objected again! 
the Indictment for the omiſſion of an R in th: 
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Word Chriſt. It was ſuggeſted to me to have 
the Bill found Specia!; but reſolving to mend 
the Indittment by a Bill of Information the next 
Term; it was not thought adviſable, 
It is not to be expreſs'd with what great Con- 
dern many worthy Spectators lamented the de- 
ficiency of the Law in this Caſe, ſeeing both the 
Lord Chief Juſtice, and the whole Court, ſeem'd 
very much incens'd againſt the wicked Princi- 
ples of rhe Boot; and *ris to be preſum'd, well 
diſpos'd to inflict ſome ſignal and exemplary 
Puniſhment. n 

After the Tryal was thus over, I went to 
Stephens again to get Proof againſt the Printer, 
if it were poſſible; but he aſſur'd me it was 
net to be done as yet, and if I had had never 
fo good an Inclination to have amended the In- 
dictment againſt Mr. Sare, the Act of Indem- 
zity that ſoon aſter paſsd, put it out of my 
Power. = | 

This is in every Particular, co the beſt of my 
Remembrance, real Matter of Fact, and ſuch 
as I could ſafely atteſt upon Oath, were it neceſ- 
{ary ; and therefore the Author of the Second 
Part of the Defence of the Rights, may, from the 
Relation here given of the Proſecution Page 92. 
(without being ſurpriæ d) well account for a Man 
of my Principles Proſecuting Mr. Sare, who was 
Hug ht an High-Churchman, without ſuppoſing I 
concluded Mr. Sare would out of Compliment to the 
Party, ſubmit without any more'ado to the Court, 
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in hopes of « ver) moderate Fine, rat her than be at the 
charge and trouble of an expenſive Fine; and(be well 
ſatisfy a)that there was noRevenge in the Informer 
«pon Mr. Sare, for his ſpoiling the hopefal Plot, by 
being too Honeſt to come into ſuch a wretched Deſign , 
and that there was no aſſurance pretended tobe given 
Mr. Sare, ſy the Informer ſome time before the Tryal 
was to come on, of not Removing it on purpoſe to put 
him to the more Eæpence in Feetng Council, & c. Ihen 
got it nemo d into the Quoec s. Beuch by a Certio- 
rari, nor n laying two Indittments againſt the 
ſame Perſons for the ſame Fact, in the ſame 
Court (and at the [ame time.) For none of theſe 
Aſſertions have a Syllable of Truth in em, but 
are as notoriouſly Falſe, as the Father of Lyes 
could make them. 
I am heartily ſorry this Author has Reaſon 
to boaſt in open defiance of all the Laws and 
Powers in the Kingdom, Eccleſiaſtical and Ci. 
dil, that the Book of the Rights has had three Edi- 
tions; has bern ſeveral times Advertisd in th: 
pablick Papers, and been jo much the Diſtourſe of 
all forts of People without being Cenſur d by a) 
Authority whatever, or one Propoſition in it Con- 
demmned by any of the Univerſities of Great- Britain. 
_ Tho? I have been unſucceſsful in Proſecuting 
this good Deſign, which I hop'd would have 
been ſerviceable to the Charch and Government, 
yet I hope it will find ſufficient Friends i bot 
to aſſert their own Honour and Intereſt, whic!: 
are ſo ſcandalouſly ſtruck at in this blaſphe- 
f mous 
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mous and ſedizzous Libel. It is to no purpoſe 
for any particular Perſon to expend his private 
Fortune in a publick Cauſe, as Falh lure, I my- 
{elf have done in this, having never receiv'd 
the value of a Farthipg. from any Mortal liv- 
ing upon the Account (as this Author falſely 
in ſinuates.) 2 PR $9 
Tho? I might reaſonably have 15 
Aſſiſtance from all Well-wiſbers to the Church 
and Eſtabliſoment; yet the only return J have 
met with after ſo great Trouble and Ex- 
pence, is to be Abus d, and Revil'd by ſome, 
ſor having done it; ſmall Encouragement for 
any one after me, to attempt a Publich Ser- 
vice, tho? it be againſt the profeſsd Enemies 
of the Church and Eſtabliſhment. 

But however Private Perſons may ſuffer, 
yet this ought to be a Motive to excite all that 
are in Authority, (Bodies Corporate eſpecially) 
to demonſtrate their Concern for Christianity 
and our Coſtitution; for this is a Buſineſs that 
requires the Heads and Hands of a Communi- 
ty: And if any one Body of Men in the King- 
dom would but thus reſolve to act for the good 
of the Church, the Queen, and Government, we 
ſhould ſoon be ſenſible of the good Hffects of 
it; we ſhould have a ſpeedy ſtop put to that 
Brood of Schiſm, Hereſy, Blaſphemy, and 
Rebellion, that daily cotnes abroad into rhe 
World, to the Debauching of Men's Minds 
and Manners, and the preparing a way for the 

Eh Ovcre- 


(39 ) 
Overthrow. both of Charch and State, which 
mult certainly be the Conſequence of it, if nor 
ſpeedily prevented. g | 

However I may be traducd by a wicked 
World for what I have done, I ſhall deſpiſe it, 
as that great Apoſtle did, who, tho” he kept a 
Conſe cience void of Offence towards God, yet found 
t 


a very hard Task to maintain a clear Re- 


putation among Men. 
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Heſe are to certifie, that the Account 
given in the preceeding Narrative, 


of the Grand- Jury for the County 7 


Middleſex, Decemb. the 12th and 13th, 
1708, in the Preſenting and Indifting the 
Author, Printer, and Publiſher, f the 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church, and of 
FuStice Offley, and of JuStice Smith's 
Diſcourſe with the Foreman and Mr. Hil- 
liard, and the reſt of the Paſſages that 
were tranſacted in Court, are according to 
the Relation of them therein given, very 
true in every Particular. In Teſtimo- 
ny whreeof we who were then upon the 
ſaid Grand-Jury have hereunto ſet our 
Hands, this 1ſt, day of Nov. 1709. 


John Buſh. i Richard Bottom. 
ſoſhua Davis. Edward Turner. 
Jacob Fenſham. | | William Aldritt. 
Edward Percival. | John Harris. 


Thomas Gearing. | Thomas Jones, 
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